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We sat down with Linh Kauffman
and her husband, Gary Ruschman,
after their recent return from a
month-long tour in Europe. The
couple resides nearby in the lakes
area. Linh, along with current and
former members of the Minnesota
Orchestra, is a founding member

of the Minnesota Bach Ensemble. A
native of Connecticut, Ms. Kauffman
earned music degrees from Carnegie
Mellon University, the University of
Maryland, and completed her Doc-
torate as a Berneking Scholar

at the University of Minnesota.

Linh Kauffinan

"Gary and I are very fortunate to be able to sing and
travel together. In the summer of 2015, we sang in
Paris and stayed a stone’s throw from Notre Dame
Cathedral. We recently returned from a month of
performances this past summer that took us to
Prague, Vienna and Urbino, Italy. We performed
Orft’s Carmina Burana to a sold-out crowd in

Prague’s famous Smetana Hall.

We enjoyed a short holiday in Vienna and took in
the many museums and musical landmarks. We
performed a concert of early baroque music from
Rome for the Urbino Early Music Festival. Urbino
is a charming town high up on a remote hilltop and
was the home of renaissance painter Raphael. We
had a wonderful time taking in the breathtaking

views, art, architecture and delicious food.”

Have you always had a love for music?

Yes, I was obsessed with the violin and started les-
sons at age 5 and played throughout my childhood.
I also sang in school and church choirs. I started
studying voice in high school and caught the opera
bug. I loved it and decided I wanted to see how far I

could develop my voice.

What is your inspiration when you perform?
I find it stimulates all facets of my personality —
musician, actor, scholar, and student. It’s endlessly
fascinating, and there’s always something new to
learn. I would consider myself more introverted
than extroverted in real life, but onstage I don’t
hold anything back. I like to take risks. It can feel
very dangerous but thrilling at the same time. I

guess it’s how I get my “rush”!
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Is there any connection to the Lake of the
Isles area or community?

T have been involved with the Minnesota Bach En-
semble since it began in 2013. It’s been wonderful to
perform the music of Bach in a chamber music setting

with the some of the best symphonic players in town.

Gary Ruschman

Along with Gary’s extensive performance and
conducting career, he is an active choral conductor
and clinician. He serves as Director of Music at St.
Timothy Lutheran Church in Saint Paul, MN, and is an
ASCAP award-winning composer/arranger. He earned
degrees with honors from Northern Kentucky Univer-

sity and the San Francisco Conservatory of Music.

Have you always had a love for music?
Singing seems to be the way that I've always respond-
ed to being alive. My brain is always interacting with

sounds and music in the immediate environment.

What is your inspiration when you perform?
I’'m really there to serve the audience — I feel it is
our job as performers to embody or express what
most people don’t get to during their 9-to-5 day. Give
them the escape or reflection of life that they need. I

also feel strongly that we need to keep creating new
works, and not depend on works of the past to see

us through. Composing continues to become a larger
part of my musical career (I was just awarded a
major grant from American Composers Forum), and
I enjoy regularly collaborating in the creation of new
works from the performing side. I study from time to
time with Lake of the Isles area resident and world-

renowned composer Libby Larsen.

Is there any connection to the Lake of the
Isles community?

In addition to the early music work we do, we are
also lucky to have so many good composers in

town! Linh and I have worked extensively with local
composers Edie Hill, Linda Tutas Haugen, J. David
Moore, Jocelyn Hagen and many others. We feel
very fortunate to have been able to work together on
a lot of singing engagements for the ’15-16 season:
Richard Einhorn’s Voices of Light with Oratorio
Society of Minnesota, two baroque operas in Minne-
apolis over the summer (Il Tirinto with Consortium
Carissimi and Acis & Galatea with Twin Cities Early
Music Festival), and appearances abroad (Carmina
Burana for the Prague Choral Festival and a concert
for the Early Music Festival Urbino).
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